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SUPPL  E  MENT 

4  '  /  V 

T  O 

OBSERVATIONS 

On  the  Internal  Use  of  the 

NIGHTSHADE. 


ALMOST  four  Months  having 
paffed  fince  the  firft  Publication 
of  the  preceding  Account  of  the 
Nightfhade,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that 
a  more  enlarged  Experience  of  its  Effedts 
may  have  enabled  me  to  judge  with 
greater  Certainty  of  its  Ufes.  It  might 
appearat  leaft  very  inattentive  or  difingenuous 
to  pafs  over  intirely  the  prefent  Opportu¬ 
nity,  without  taking  Notice  of  fuch  Circum- 
ftances  as  have  occurred,  that  relate  eflen- 
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tially  to  the  Administration  of  this  Medi¬ 
cine.  I  fhall  endeavour  therefore  now  to 
give  fuch  a  farther  Account,  as  will  I  hope 
conduce  to  an  advantageous  Ufe  of  it  where 

there  is  a  Probability  of  Succefs,  and  pre- 

% 

vent  its  being  employed  to  any  injurious 
Degree,  where  the  Diforder  is  not  likely  to 
be  relieved  by  it,  or  where  the  Symptoms 
may  be  aggravated  by  the  Attempt. 

In  the  firft  Account  which  I  gave  of 
the  Nightshade,  I  endeavoured  chiefly  to 
eftablifh  the  Character  of  this  Medicine  as  a 
powerful  Promoter  of  moft  of  the  natural 

a  Si 

Difcharges  of  the  Body,  leaving  it  to  far¬ 
ther  Trials  to  determine,  what  at  that  time 
Seemed  doubtful,  whether  it  had  any  fpe- 
cific  Properties  for  the  Cure  of  any  parti¬ 
cular  Difeafe.  I  am  now  convinced  that  it 
has  no  fpecific  Properties,  that  is  to  fay,  it 

has  no  fuch  peculiar  and  unaccountable 

•  % 

Power  refiding  in  it  as  is  found  to  be  in  the 

> 

Bark  for  the  Cure  of  an  Ague,  or  in  Mer¬ 
cury  for  the  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe ; 
but  that,  like  many  other  Medicines,  it  is  to  be 
considered  chiefly  as  it  operates  in  promoting 

' •  •  the 
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the  common  Difeharges  of  the  Body  :  I  fay 
chiefly,  becaufe  in  feveral  Inftances,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  upon  the  firft  Ufe  of  the  Medicine, 
it  is  found  to  have  in  fome  Degree  the  Power 
of  procuring  Sleep  and  eafing  Pain.  Allow¬ 
ing  then  that  the  Nightfhade  is  not  endued 
with  any  diftinguiflhable  fpecific  Property, 
the  future  Ufe  of  it  may  of  courfe  be  di¬ 
rected  with  lefs  Difficulty  and  with  more 
Propriety  ;  fince  there  remain  but  two 
principal  ObjeCts  to  be  confidered,  namely, 
what  its  ufual  Operations  upon  the  Dif¬ 
eharges  of  the  Body  are,  and  what  Com¬ 
plaints  may  indicate  the  Ufe  of  a  Medi¬ 
cine  aCting  in  fuch  a  Manner.  In  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Account  I  have  mentioned  the  Ef¬ 
fects  which  it  ufually  has  upon  the  Secre¬ 
tions - that  a  Heat  or  Warmth  being  dif- 

fufed  over  the  Body  is  fucceeaed  by  a  plen¬ 
tiful  Sweat,  and  fometimes  by  a  gentle  Purg¬ 
ing  the  next  Day — that,  if  a  Sweat  does  not 
break  out,  an  extraordinary  Difcharge- 
of  Urine  is  the  Confequence,  which  is 

t 

fometimes  followed  likewife  by  a  Pur¬ 
ging - and  that  one  or  more  of  the  natural 

Evacuations  are  almoft  always  increafed  by 
•  •  it. 


it.  This  Account,  I  make  no  doubt,  cor- 
refponds  with  the  Experiments  of  others 
as  nearly  as  the  Effects  of  any  Medicine 
can  be  expected  to  do  in  different  Confti^ 
tutions,  and  under  different  Circumftances 
and  States  of  Health. 

k  •  .  t  , 

In  refpeCt  to  its  Ufes,  as  the  Nightfhade 
is  now  found  to  have  no  fpecific  Properties, 
it  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  relative  only  to 
one  Difeafe,  but  to  be  regarded  as  it  may 
affeCt  the  common  Difcharges  of  the 
Body  :  Of  courfe  it  is  to  be  given  difcre- 
tionally  like  other  Medicines  which  ope¬ 
rate  by  Stool,  Perfpiration,  or  Urine,  in 
fuch  a  Manner  and  on  fuch  Occafions  as 
the  Prefcriber  fhall  judge  proper.  But,  as 
I  have  obferved  in  my  Account,  that  in 
fom.e  Inftances  this  Medicine  had  been  . 
found  fcrviceable  in  particular  Difor- 
ders,  and  as  I  have  given  fome  Cafes  rela¬ 
ting  to  thofe  Diforders,  I  fhall  now  add 
fuch  other  Remarks  as  more  Experience 
and  Reflection  have  fuggefted  to  me,  and 
which  may  ferve  more  fully  to  explain  what 
I  have  there  intimated. 
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*  The  Diforders  which  I  have  there  men¬ 
tioned  were  foul  and  painful  Ulcers,  Pains 
in  particular  Parts  of  the  Body,  and  fcorbu- 
tic  Eruptions  5  to  which  are  ^dded  two 
Cafes  of  a  cancerous  Nature. 

In  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  I  would 
be  underftood  to  mean  fuch  kind  of  Ul¬ 
cers  as  have  been  of  fome  continuance,  and 
which  are  brought  into  a  healing  State 
with  difficulty.  If  we  enquire  properly 
into  the  Hiftory  of  thefe  Cafes,  we  ffiall 
find,  that  the  Ulcer  is  but  one  Symptom 
of  a  general  Diforder — that  the  Evil,  the 
Scurvy,  the  Suppreffion  of  fome  natural 
Difcharge,  a  fudden  Check  to,  or  the  Dis¬ 
appearance  of  an  Eruption  upon  the  Skin 
—in  fhort  fome  conftitutional  Humour  in 
the  Blood,  or  fome  more  recent  and  acci¬ 
dental  Diforder  affedting  the  Habit  in  ge¬ 
neral,  has  either  preceded  or  attends  the 
Complaint  we  are  fpeaking  of.  Agreeable 
to  this  Obfervation  we  find  from  Expe¬ 
rience,  that  different  Methods  of  Cure  are 
neceffary  to  be  undertaken  in  different  Con- 
ftitutions :  Thus,  tho’  we  find  that  Bleeding, 

moderate 


moderate  Purging,  Regularity  of  Diet,  Reft, 
and  a  due  Attention  to  the  Situation  of  the 
Part  difordered,  will  frequently  have  a  very 
good  Effect,  yet  to  heal  the  Ulcer  per¬ 
fectly,  and  to  keep  it  healed  afterwards,  re- 
courfe  muft  be  often  had  to  means  more  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  peculiar  Difpofition  of  the 
Conftitution,  or  to  the  prevailing  Humour 
in  the  Blood  at  that  time.  But  exclufive  of 
the  Medicines  which  are  directed  by  the 
Phyfician  on  thefe  Occafions,  moft  of  which 
are  reckoned  of  the  alterative  Kind,  we  often 
obferve,  that  fome  particular  Evacuation 
will  not  only  be  more  ufeful  than  others, 
but  is  more  agreeable  to  the  Conftitutions  of 
particular  Perfons.  Thus,  where  Purging, 
Vomiting,  or  Bleeding  cannot  either  be  fuf- 
ficiently  repeated,  or  elfe  prove  ineffectual,' 
the  Difcharge  by  the  Skin  is  found  bene¬ 
ficial  ;  and  if  we  could  difcover  a  Medicine 
which  promoted  a  plentiful  Perfpiration, 
and  if  the  Operation  of  it  could  be  regula¬ 
ted  and  repeated  with  as  much  Certainty, 
and  with  as  little  Inconvenience  as  a  Vomit 
or  a  Purge,  we  fhould  fupply  I  imagine  the 
greateft  Deficiency  in  the  Materia  Medica . 

.  Iam 
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I  am  by  no  means  of  an  Opinion  that  the 
Nightfhade  will  perfectly  anfwer  this  De¬ 
fer  ip  tion,  but  in  fome  Inftances  it  approaches 
nearer  to  it  than  any  other  Medicine  that  I 
have  ever  feen  given  ;  and  it  has  been 
chiefly  in  fuch  Cafes  as  I  have  juft  repre- 
fented,  namely,  where  the  other  Evacua¬ 
tions  have  not  anfvvered,  or  could  not  be 
continued,  and  particularly  where  the  Pa¬ 
tient  has  been  at  the  fame  time  troubled 
with  Pain  in  the  Limbs,  that  the  Night¬ 
fhade  has  had  a  good  Effeft.  In  thefe 
Cafes,  if  the  Medicine  operates  plentifully 
by  Sweat,  and  without  much  Inconve¬ 
nience,  as  it  will  often  do,  the  Dofe  may 
be  repeated  every  fecond,  third,  or  fourth 
Night,  and  the  Operation  of  the  Medicine 
will  probably  be  nearly  the  fame  during  fe- 
veral  Weeks  ufe  of  it.  At  the  fame  time 
if  it  keeps  the  Body  lax,  or  if  that  EfFedt  is 
produced  by  the  help  of  other  things,  the 
Advantages  may  be  more  confiderable.  The 
great  Quantity  of  Urine  which  is  fometimes 
difeharged  even  whilft  the  Medicine  ope¬ 
rates  profufely  by  Sweat,  is  like  wife,  I 
imagine,  another  ufeful  Circumftance  to- 
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wards  clearing  the  Blood  of  fome  offenfive 
Humours :  Nor  do  I  omit  as  ufelefs  the 
other  Qualities  of  the  Medicine  which  it 
frequently  has  of  procuring  Reft  and  eafing 
Pain,  by  which  the  Digeftion  of  fome  Sores 
is  greatly  mended,  as  well  as  the  Patient  re¬ 
lieved.  But  notwithftanding  thefe  re¬ 
peated  and  uncommon  Evacuations  may 
in  fome  Cafes  quite  clear  the  Blood  from 
the  lefs  obftinate,  and  from  recent  Hu¬ 
mours  that  affect  it,  we  find  that  where 
there  is  a  conftitutional  Difeafe,  or  where 
any  habitual  Humour  has  long  prevailed, 
the  Ulcer,  though  it  may  heal  very  readily 
with  this  Medicine,  will,  as  very  often 
happens  after  other  methods  of  Treatment 
for  the  like  Cafes,  be  fometimes  apt  to 
break  out  again,  or  the  Difeafe  to  appear  in 
fome  other  Form  ;  fince  as  there  is  no  fpe- 
cific  Virtue  in  the  Medicine,  the  original 
Humour  is  not  neceftarily  eradicated,  be- 
caufe  the  Symptoms  difappear.  For  this 
Reafon,  though  the  Nightfhade  had  a  very 
remarkable  good  Effedl  in  the  Woman’s 
Cafe,  related  in  the-  firft  Account  (Page 
14.)  by  giving  almoft  immediate  Eafe 
v  :  to 
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to  a  very  painful  Sore  which  fpread 
great  part  of  the  Leg;  though  in  a  few 
Days  this  Medicine  removed  the  Pain  in 
her  Head  and  Limbs,  which  was  fo  ex- 
eeffive  as  almoft  totally  to  deprive  her  of 
Reft  for  fix  Weeks  together;  though  it  re- 
ftored  the  Woman  to  the  Ufe  of  her  Limbs 
after  fhe  had  been  bedrid  many  Months, 
and  notwithftanding  fhe  has  been  quite  free 
from  Pain,  and  has  enjoyed  her  Strength 
and  Spirits  ever  fince  ;  yet  it  now  appears, 
that,  when  the  Ulcer  was  juft  healed  and 
a  perfect  Cure  expedted,  the  Sore  remains 
unclofed.  It  is  probable  likewife  that  it  will 
always  continue  in  this  State,  ferving  as  an 
IfiTue  which  Nature  has  formed  on  the  Part, 
and  as  a  necefiary  Drain  for  the  Difcharge  of 
fome  conftituticnal  Humour  which  has  nov/ 
affedted  her  Leg  near  three  Years. 

Thus  likewife  the  young  Woman  men¬ 
tioned  as  the  fifth  Cafe  (Page  19.)  though 
{he  continued  till  lately  free  from  the  Com¬ 
plaints  which  (lie  had  in  the  Hofpital,  ex¬ 
cept  that  fhe  has  been  fometimes  fubjedt  to 
flight  Heats  in  her  Skin,  has  now  a  Sore 
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broke  out  upon  her  Leg;  and  this  proba¬ 
bly  will  be  attended  with  Difficulty  in  heal¬ 
ing,  or  be  liable  to  a  Return  after  it  is  heal¬ 
ed,  unlefs  the  Obftrudtions  peculiar  to  her 
Sex,  and  with  which  ihe  has  been  fome 
time  affe&ed,  can  be  removed. 

From  the  frequent  Relapfes  of  this  Sort, 
and  from  the  Account  which  I  fhall  here¬ 
after  give  of  cancerous  Complaints,  I  fhould 
imagine  that  the  Woman’s  Diforder  in  the 
Cheek,  ( mentioned  Page  io.  )  is  much 
more  likely  to  become  bad  again,  than  to 
remain  in  the  State  it  was  in  when  fhe  left 
the  Hofpital. 

It  may  feem  unneceffary  after  this,  and 
after  declaring  that  there  is  no  fpecific  Vir¬ 
tue  in  the  Nightfhade,  to  obferve,  that  no 
lading  and  confiderable  Advantage  can  ac¬ 
crue  from  the  Ufe  of  it  for  fo  obftinate  and 
fo  peculiar  a  Humour  as  the  Evil. 

Pains  in  particular  Parts  of  the  Body, 
which  have  been  of  long  Continuance,  and 
are  apt  to  return  after  they  have  been  re¬ 
moved, 
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'  moved,  do  not  very  often  admit  of  any 
other  than  a  temporary  Relief  from  any 
Medicine,  being  ufually  fuppofed  owing  to 
fome  general  Diforder  in  the  Blood,  as  the 
Gout,  a  confirmed  Rheumatifm,  or  an  in¬ 
veterate  Scurvy ;  but  in  Cafes  lefs  compli¬ 
cated,  where  the  Caufe  of  the  Difeafe  is 
more  recent,  and  where  repeated  Sweats 
have  either  been  judged  preferable  to  other 
Evacuations,  or  proper  to  aflift  them,  the 
Nightfhade  has  proved  very  ferviceable. 

Scorbutic  Eruptions  feem  to  have  fome 
refemblance  with  the  preceding  Diforders, 
efpecially  as  they  may  arife  from  a  conftitu- 
tional  Caufe,  or  may  proceed  likewife  from 
a  Caufe  more  recent  and  accidental.  In 
fome  of  thefe  the  Nightfhade,  which  ope¬ 
rated  profufely  by  Perfpiration  and  Urine, 
leffened  the  Eruptions  very  much,  and  re¬ 
moved  the  Pain  in  the  Limbs  which  ac- 

\ 

companied  the  other  Complaint ;  and  this 
it  did  after  the  warm  Bath  and  other  means 
had  failed  :  Sometimes  the  Eruptions  have 
quite  difappeared,  but  they  either  appeared 
again  afterwards,  or  fome  Complaint  of  the 

Stomach, 


Stomach,  Head,  &c.  enfaed,  and  the  fame 
Confequence  happened  from  the  other 
Methods  that  were  tried  in  thefe  Cafes. 
Where  the  Difeafe  has  been  of  lefs  (landing, 
and  the  Meflfcme  operated  readily  by  Sweat, 
the  Benefit  *Eft$^een  more  lading. 

.'t 
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I  (hall  next  -cohfider  the  Effefts  which 

the  Nightfhade  h&s  had  in  cancerous  Dif- 

\  4. 

orders,  an  Article  .which  I  might  perhaps 
with  more  propriety  have  begun  with,  as  it 
has  been  the  principal  Reafon  why  I  have 
haftened  the  Publication  of  this  fecond  Part 
of  my  Account. 

It  is  plain  from  the  Account  which  I  have 
related  of  the  Ufes  to  which  the  Night- 
ihade  has  been  formerly  applied,  that  an 
Opinion  had  long  prevailed  of  this  Plant’s 
being  endued  with  fome  particular  Power 
for  the  Cure  of  Cancers.  The  pofitive  Af~ 
fertions  of  many  eminent  Writers  leave  no 
room  to  doubt  of  the  Prevalency  of  fuch  a 
Belief,  yet,  if  the  Opinion  had  been  well 
founded,  one  would  have  fuppofed,  that  the 
Medicine  mud  have  been  brought  into 

general 
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general  Practice,  and  the  Reputation  of  it 
have  been  eftabliffied  for  the  Cure  of  a  Dif~ 
eafe  fo  deftruChve  to  the  Happinefs  and 
Lives  of  many.  But  if  we  conftder  the  Fate 
of  fome  other  Medicines  \\d*jteh  are  now  in 
conftant  Ufe,  and  which  ire  by  much  the 
moft  valuable  of  any  in  bur  Poffeffion — if 
we  confider  that  Mercury  was  in  a  great 
meafure  difufed  on  Account  of  the  ill  Effects 
of  it  after  it  was  firft  known  in  the  Cure  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe — that  Antimony  which 
is  now  given  by  every  body,  and  is  fuppofed 
to  be  the  Bafis  of  almoft  all  our  celebrated 
fecret  Medicines,  was  forbid  abroad  to  be 
ufed  at  all  internally — that  fo  excellent  a 
Medicine  as  the  Bark  has  met  with  almoft 
infuperable  Difficulties  in  being  introduced 
into  Pra&ice,  is  ftill  difliked  by  many,  and 
its  Virtues,  at  leaft  till  lately,  very  imper¬ 
fectly  known  out  of  England—  if  we  add  to 
thefe  Confiderations,  the  Prejudice,  Indo- 
lence,  and  Difingenuity  with  which  too 
-many  are  apt  to  receive  any  Difcoveryof  this 
Sort,  it  was  not  unreasonable  to  fufpeCt  that 
fome  Virtue  might  refide  in  the  Plant,  for 
the  Alleviation  of  the  Symptoms.at  leaft,  if  not 

for 
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for  the  Cure  of  Cancers  \  and  in  a  Difor- 
der  of  this  unhappy  Nature  every  poffible 
means  of  Relief  demands  the  utmoft  At- 
'  tention.  The  Account  which  Dr.  Lam - 
bergen  gave  (authorized  by  the  joint  Opi¬ 
nion  of  three  other  Phyficians)  that  he  had 

radically  cured  a  confirmed  Cancer  in  the 

•  _  . 

Bread:,  as  it  was  the  immediate  Occafion  of 
my  trying  this  Medicine,  was  likewife  a 
very  reafonable  Inducement  to  make  the 
Experiment,  though  the  Relation  of  his 
Cafe  is  not  attended  with  every  Circum- 
fiance  that  could  be  defired, 

The  Refult  of  my  Experiments  determin¬ 
ed  much  more  in  favour  of  the  Medicine,  as  an 
extraordinary  Promoter  of  the  natural  Dif- 
charges  of  the  Body,  than  as  having  any 
fpecific  Properties  for  the  Cure  of  Cancers ; 
and  therefore  in  my  Introduction  to  the 
two  cancerous  Cafes,  in  the  Obfervations 
upon  Lambergeris  Account,  and  in  the 
Conclufion  of  the  Pamphlet,  I  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  guard  againft  the  too  hafty  Be¬ 
lief  of  fo  defirable  an  Event  but  as  I 
have  already  mentioned  the  common  Ope¬ 
rations 

*  0  v'  .  i 
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rations  of  the  Medicine,  and  have  before 
given  my  Reafons  for  publishing  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  them,  I  fhall  proceed  to  give  fuch 
a  farther  Hiftory  of  the  Effects  of  the  Might- 
Shade  in  Cafes  fuppofed  to  be  cancerous,  as 
will,  I  fear,  leave  no  room  to  hope,  that  it 
has  any  fpecific  Property  for  the  Cure  of  this 
Difeafe.  Amongft  thefe  Cafes  I  Shall  com¬ 
prehend  fuch  Hardnefles  and  Tumours 
of  the  Bread  as  alarm  the  Patients, 
and  which  Sometimes  degenerate  into 
Cancers*  though  they  are  often  carried 
through  Life,  by  proper  Attention,  without 
any  confiderable  Inconveniencies. 

Elizabeth  Prynne ,  a  Woman  65  Years 
of  Age,  living  in  Brick-Jlreet ,  near  Picca¬ 
dilly')  was  affefted  about  eight  Months  ago 
with  a  Sorenefs  in  the  back-part  of  her 
Throat,  unattended  with  Fever  or  any  other 
Complaint  at  that  time.  The  Sorenefs 
increased,  and  in  three  Weeks  was  fo  trou- 
blefome  as  to  occafion  a  Difficulty  of  Swal¬ 
lowing  even  Liquids  without  confiderable 
Pain.  The  Pain  became  afterwards  fo  acute, 
that  the  Woman  Suffered  extremely  when 

C  fa® 
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Ae  attempted  to  get  down  Milk,  Broth,  or 
any  other  mild  and  liquid  Nourishment:  She 
continued  in  this  State  feveral  Weeks.  She 
felt  likewife  darting  Pains  which  frequent¬ 
ly  ftruck  up  each  fide  of  her  Plead  with 
great  Violence ;  nor  did  fhe  attempt  to  fpeak, 
unlefs  urged  to  it  by  Neceffity,  as  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  difeafed  Parts  on  that  Occafion 
gave  her  great  Pain,  She  had  been  blooded, 
purged,  bliftered,  &c.  and  had  ufed  Gar¬ 
gles  to  the  Throat,  without  finding  the 
leaft  Advantage.  When  I  firft  faw  her 
about  five  Months  ago,  ihe  was  not  only  in 
the  Condition  juft  defcribed  in  regard  to  her 
Throat,  but  was  fo  weakened  by  Pain, 
want  of  Reft  and  want  of  Nourifhment 
(being  afraid  to  attempt  fwallowing  often 
on  Account  of  the  great  Pain  it  gave  her) 
that  fhe  could  not  probably  have  lived  much 

'  *  -A  ^ 

longer  without  relief 

Upon  examining  her  Throat,  I  difcovered 
a  very  foul  Ulcer  on  the  back-part  of  it, 
which  extended  up  to  the  Side  of  each 
Tonfil,  and  appeared  there  as  a  malignant 
corroding  Sore.  It  was  fufpedted  to  be  Ve- 

nereah 
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nereai,  and  it  had  much  the  Appearance  of 
fuch  a  Sore  •>  but  I  was  foon  fatisfied  that  this 
Sufpicion  was  groundlefs.  Confidering  her 
Age  and  Weaknefs  of  Body,  as  well  as  the 
Nature  of  the  Difeafe,  I  expedted  little  Ad¬ 
vantage  would  accrue  from  any  Affiftance 
that  might  be  offered  her  j  but  not  to  leave 
her  deflitute  of  Hope,  I  gave  her  an 
Infufion  of  the  Garden  Nightfhade,  which, 
as  it  had  nothing  fharp  or  difagreeable  in 
the  Tafte,  and  the  Dofe  being  only  a  fmall 
Quantity  of  a  clear  Liquid,  might  be  fwal- 
lowed  with  lefs  Difficulty  than  many  other 
Medicines.  She  continued  the  Ufe  of  the 
Infufion  ten  or  twelve  Days  without  find¬ 
ing  the  leaft  Amendment  •  but  after  that 
time  fhe  began  to  be  a  little  eaiier,  and  ,  in 
five  Weeks  from  the  firfl  Ufe  of  the  Night¬ 
fhade,  (lie  could  1  wallow  folid  Food  without 
Difficulty.  The  Sores  on  the  Tonfils  healed, 
the  Ulcer  on  the  back-part  of  her  Throat 
grew  gradually  better,  and  at  laft  intirely 
difappeared.  The  Pain  which  ufed  to  ftrike 
up  each  fide  of  her  Head  ceafed  as  the  Sores 
in  her  Throat  grew  eafy,  and  when  fhe 
had  recovered  the  Power  of  fwallowing 
: ,  *  C  2  freely, 
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freely,  fhe  was  foon  reftored  to  her  natu¬ 
ral  Strength;  finding  in  the  very  hot  Wea¬ 
ther,  when  die  took  this  Medicine,  little  In¬ 
convenience  from  the  Ufe  of  it,  though  it 
generally  fweated  her  plentifully,  every  fe- 
cond  or  third  Night,  and  purged  her  once 
or  twice  the  next  Day :  It  occafioned 
like  wife  a  confiderable  Increafe  of  Urine. 
The  two  or  1fe.ee  firft  Dofes  were  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  "o^^nefs  and  Giddinefs ; 
but  thefe  Symptoms  cekfed  after  that  time, 
and  never  difordered  her  again,  except  once 
or  twice  fiightly,  during  the  whole  Courfe. 
She  began  with  an  Infufion  of  one  Grain 
of  the  Garden  Nightfhade,  which  file  con¬ 
tinued  about  three  Weeks  at  the  Difiance 
before  mentioned.  The  Dofe  was  after- 
terwards  increafed  to  two  Grains,  and 
with  this  Quantity  (he  went  on  about  three 
Months ;  the  Operation  of  the  Medicine 
being  nearly  the  fame  all  the  time.  About 
a  Fortnight  after  the  Sore  in  her  Throat 
was  healed,  fhe  was  feized  with  a  violent 
Pain  in  the  back-part  of  her  Head,  which 
alarmed  me  with  an  Apprehenfion  that  the 
fame  Humour  might  afFeft  that  Part  as  had 

before 
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before  brought  on  theDiforder  in  herThroat; 
but  by  the  Ufe  of  common  Methods  this 
Complaint  was  for  a  time  removed,  and 
fhe  feemed  remarkably  well.  Since  then 
fhe  had  another  Attack  of  the  fame  Kind, 
which  is  at  prefent  removed  by  the  fame 
Means.  Except  the  Medicines  fhe  took 
lately,  on  account  of  the  Pain  in  her  Head, 
fhe  never  made  ufe  of  any  other,  either  inter¬ 
nally,  or  by  way  of  Application  to  the  Throat, 
during  all  the  time  of  her  taking  the  Night- 
fhade.  Her  Throat  is  quite  clear  from  any 
vifible  Foulnefs  or  Sore  at  prefent,  but  fhe 
fometimes  feels  a  flight  Pain  lower  down. 
What  the  Event  will  be,  muft  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  Time.  If  the  Sore  returns  again 
it  will  probably  be  deemed  a  Cancer  :  If 
not,  and  fhe  enjoys  her  Health  as  fhe  does 
now,  it  will  hardly  be  allowed  that  Name. 

Mrs.  Sympfon ,  at  Mr.  Stacy's  in  Rofe- 
Jlreet ,  Ccvent* Garden^  aged  62,  about  a 
Year  ago,  without  having  received  any 
hurt  upon  the  Part,  felt  a  Knob  in  her 
Right  Breaft.  It  was  not  at  tha.  time  pain¬ 
ful,  but  in  a  few  Months  the  Swelling  in- 
i  creafed 
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creafed  confiderably,  and  was  attended  with 
fo  much  Pain  as  to  difturb  her  Reft.  When  I 
jfirft  faw  her,  about  four  Months  ago,  the 
Swelling  affedted  the  whole  Breaft,  and  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  Arm-pit.  In  both  Places  it 
was  intenfely  hard  and  adhered  firmly, 
and  feveral  Ulcers  appeared  on  the  Surface 
of  the  Breaft.  She  had  dreffed  the  Sores 
with  foftening  Applications,  and  had  fome- 
times  been  purged  with  Salts,  but  with¬ 
out  any  relief.  She  took  one  Grain  of 
the  Garden  Nightfliade  infufed,  which  put 
her  into  a  moderate  Sweat  that  lafted  fix  or 
feven  Hours  :  It  occafioned  likewife  a  con- 
fiderable  Increafe  of  Urine,  and  purged  her 
once  the  next  Day.  She  generally  took 
the  Night  (hade  afterwards  every  fecond  or 
third  Night;  the  Dofe  being  increafed  at 
laft  to  three  Grains.  The  Operation  of  it 
was  almoft  conftantly  the  fame.  She  never 
.  felt  any  Head-ach,  Pleat,  Giddinefs,  Sick- 
nefs,  or  Drowfinefs.  Her  Appetite  and  Spirits 
were  better  than  they  had  been.  She  conti¬ 
nued  in  this  Courfe  about  ten  Weeks  without 
taking  any  other  Medicine  :  In  moft  of  this 
time  flie  flept  well  and  had  very  litttle  Pain, 

except 
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except  that  now  and  then  in  the  day  fhe  felt 
fome  Shootings  in  the  Sores.  A  Fulnefs 
in  the  Parts  furrounding  the  Hardnefs  was 
difperfed  by  this  Means  ;  but  the  Hardnefs 
itfelf  and  the  Sores  appeared  to  be  quite 
unaltered.  About  this  time  file  caught 
cold,  and  had  feverifh  Complaints.  She 
was  blooded,  and  ufed  other  Means  com- 
mon  on  fuch  Occafions  ;  but  leaving 
off  the  Nightfhade,  her  Pains  returned, 
notwithftanding  the  Evacuations  which  had 
been  ufed  for  her  Fever.  She  has  now  a 
very  troublefome  Cough,  and  a  Fever.  At 
her  own  Requeft,  file  begun  to  take  the 
Nightfhade  again,  which  made  her  eafier, 
and  operated  as  before  in  moderate  Sweats 
and  gentle  Purging  ;  but  her  Cafe  in  general 

is  at  prefent  fo  unfavourable,  that  very  little 
benefit  can  be  expected  from  any  thing. 

She  has  had  the  Appearance  of  a  Mote 

flying  fometimes  before  one  of  her  Eyes, 

but  never  felt  any  Pain  in  either  of  them, 

nor  found  the  lead:  Defeat  or  Alteration  in 

her  Sight. 

Mrs* 
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Mrs. Lang, a  Gentlewoman  in  Princes-Jireet^ 
near  Gerrard-jlreet>  Lei cefler -fields ,  aged  5 7, 
has  been  afflidted  with  cancerous  Complaints 
in  both  Breafts  for  fome  Years.  One  of 
them  has  been  long  ulcerated  and  almoft 
deftroyed ;  and  hardly  any  Cafe  can  be 
wore  than  the  Condition  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  Gentlewoman.  As  fhe  had  not  re¬ 
ceived  any  Alleviation  of  her  Complaints 
from  the  Variety  of  Means  which  had  been 
tried  for  her  Relief,  fhe  defired  to  take  the 
Nightfhade.  She  took  the  Garden  Sort 
three  Months,  a  Grain  ferving  for  a  Dofe. 
It  put  her  into  a  moderate  Sweat,  which 
lafted  fome  Hours  :  It  increafed  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  her  Water,  and  it  purged  her  once 
the  Day  after  taking  it.  The  Medicine 
hardly  ever  varied  in  its  Effects,  and  as  it 
never  occafioned  the  leaft  Inconvenience 
of  Head-ach,  Giddinefs,  Sicknefs,  or  even 
Faintnefs  or  Drowfinefs,  or  any  one  dis¬ 
agreeable  Confequence,  fhe  repeated  it 
almoft  every  Night.  She  flept  very  little 
before  fhe  took  the  Nightfhade*  but  by 
means  of  this  fhe  had  good  Nights 
This  happy  Effect  continued  about  nine 

Weeks. 
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Weeks.  The  Medicine  then  ceafed  to  have 
any  Operation  upon  the  natural  Evacua¬ 
tions.  The  Dofe  was  increafed,  but  to  no 
good  Purpofe  :  It  feemed  rather  to  heat 
her,  an  Effed:  which  fhe  never  found 
from  it  before,  but  the  leaving  it  off  in  time 
prevented  an  Aggravation  of  the  Symptoms, 
if  in  her  Cafe  that  Expreffion  may  be  al¬ 
lowed.  She  is  now  beginning  the  Medi¬ 
cine  again,  and  is  again  relieved  by  it. 

J  4  k 
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A  Lady,  47  Years  of  Age,  about  a  Year 
and  half  ago,  accidentally  received  a  Hurt 
on  her  Left  Breaft,  and  in  a  few  Days  after¬ 
wards  fhe  felt  a  Lump  there  of  the  Bignefs 
of  a  Hen’s  Egg  :  She  was  at  that  time  not 
in  a  good  State  of  Health,  having  frequent 
Attacks  of  feverifh  Diforders.  She  was 
blooded,  purged,  and  made  ufe  of  fof- 
tening  Applications  to  the  Part,  but  the 
Swelling,  attended  with  confiderable  Pain, 
foon  increafed,  and,  not  long  after,  appeared 

to  be  a  confirmed  and  ulcerated  Cancer ;  the 

*  ~  * 

Tumour  being  very  large,  the  Sores  fpreading, 
and  the  Pain  increafing.  The  other  Breaft 
like  wife  fwelled  very  much,  became  yery  hard 
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and  painful,  and  fometimes  (he  was  affect¬ 
ed  with  fevere  Pains  in  different  Parts  of 
the  Body.  She  deiired  to  take  the  Night¬ 
fhade.  She  began  with  half  a  Grain  of  the 
Garden  Nightfhade,  which  had  no  Effeft. 
She  increafed  the  Dofe  gradually  and  care¬ 
fully  to  feven  Grains  but  as  it  failed  to  pro¬ 
mote  an  Increafe  of  any  of  the  natural  Dif- 
charges,  at  lead:  having  but  a  very  flight  Ef¬ 
fect  that  Way,  and  as  the  Patient  was  natu¬ 
rally  coftive,  tho’  this  Circumftance  was  as 
much  guarded  againfl:  as  poflible,  fhe 
thought  that  the  medicine  began  to  heat 
her,  and  at  my  Requeft,  immediately  de- 
fifted  from  any  further  ufe  of  it. 

:  A  Lady  in  the  Country,  who  had  long 
had  a  Cancer  in  one  of  her  Breafts,  which 
had  been  ulcerated  a  confiderable  Time,  and 
which  had  fometimes  been  fubjeCt  to  bleed, 

a [  •  ,  \  r  ,  .  , 

refolving  to  try  the  Nightfhade,  applied  to 
me  four  Months  ago  for  Directions  about 
taking  it.  She  took  the  Deadly  Nightfhade 
near  three  Months.  Having  heard  but 
once  from  her  during  this  Time,  I  de- 
fired  to  know  the  Effefts  of  the  Medicine  ; 

and 
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and  am  informed  by  her,  that  (he  took  it  aU 

f 

moft  every  Night — that  it  generally  fweated 
her  moderately  in  the  Morning,  increafing 
her  Urine  llightly,  and  purging  her  two  or 

three  times  every  Day - that  her  Spirits 

were  low,  and  her  Appetite  worfe — that 
fhe  did  not  find  it  occafioned  any  Giddinefs ; 
that  it  affedted  her  Eyes,  but  feldom  made 
her  fick.  She  increafed  the  Dofe  to  five 
Grains.  She  found  no  confiderable  Altera¬ 
tion  in  her  Bread  for  fome  time  after  taking 
the  Nightfhade,  but  at  laft  imagined  the 
Sores  grew  larger,  the  Pain  rather  more 
acute,  and  the  Bleedings  more  frequent. 
I  immediately  defired  her  to  defift, 
which  I  fhould  have  done  much  fooner, 
as  well  as  have  prevented  her  taking  the 
Medicine  fo  often,  if  I  had  been  fufii- 
ciently  apprized  of  the  Circumftances  juft 
related. 

i  /  '■  i 

About  the  fame  time  I  was  defired,  by 
another  Lady  in  the  Country,  to  give  her 
Diredtions  for  the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine. 
This  Lady  had  been  troubled  about  two  Years 
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with  a  very  large  and  painful  cancerous 
Swelling  in  one  of  her  Breafts,  which  ex? 
tended  towards  the  Armpit,  and  was  ad¬ 
herent.  She  began  with  one  Grain  of  the 
Deadly  Nightfhade  -y  but  the  Medicine  had 
little  Effect  till  fhe  had  taken  three  Grains 
for  a  Dofe.  It  then  operated  confiderably  by 
Sweat,  and,  as  fhe  informed  me,  without 
lowering  her  Spirits.  She  was  obliged  af¬ 
terwards  to  increafe  the  Dofe,  which  ge¬ 
nerally  operated  more  or  lefs  in  the 
fame  way,  though  fometimes  it  failed. 
It  fometimes  affeded  her  with  a  Gid- 
dinefs.  She  drank  occallonally  fome 
Cheltenham  Water,  which  fhe  had  ufed 
before  to  keep  her  open.  She  con¬ 
tinued  the  Medicine  between  two  and 
three  Months,  except  for  about  a  Fort¬ 
night,  when  fhe  had  a  Fit  of  the  Gout 
in  her  Foot.  The  Account  which  I  re¬ 
received  a  Month  ago  gave  me  no  room  to 
exped  any  fer vice  from  this  Medicine,  but 
as  fhe  was  defirous  to  continue  it,  I  recom¬ 
mended  her  to  take  it  only  once  in  3  or  4 
Days,  and  to  ufe  the  Carden  Nightfhade 
infiead  of  the  other.  I  am  now  informed, 

'  that 
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that  fhe  has  fometimes  fince  taken  one 
Sort,  and  fometimes  the  other — that  the 
thinks  the  Garden  Nightfhade  agrees  beft 
with  her,  but  that  fhe  cannot  pofitively  fay, 
fhe  has  received  any  confiderable  fervice 
from  either. 

A  young  Woman,  belonging  to  a  Gen¬ 
tlewoman,  who  lodges  at  Mr.  Price  s  a  To- 
bacconift  in  Sherrard-Jireet ,  Golden-fquare , 
had  a  Swelling  in  her  Right  Breaft,  which 
fhe  attributed  to  a  Blow  that  the  received 

i  , 

accidentally  upon  the  Part  fome  Months 
before.  At  the  time  of  the  Accident  fhe 
felt  a  great  deal  of  Pain,  but  it  foon  ceafed, 
and  llie  did  not  perceive  any  Swelling  till 
a  Month  afterwards.  She  then  felt  a  con¬ 
fiderable  Fullnefs  and  Hardnefs  in  the 

\  *• 

Breaft.  When  I  firft  faw  her,  which  was 
about  four  Months  ago,  fhe  had  a  Tumour 
in  the  middle  Part  of  her  Breaft,  which 
was  almoft  as  big  as  a  Hen’s  Egg,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  her  own  and  her  Friend’s  Ke- 

prelentation,  had  been  of  that  Size  about  ten 

• 

Weeks.  The  Swelling  was  not  fo  intenfe 
ly  hard  as  a  confirmed  Schirrus,  but  was 

attended 
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attended  with  fo  much  Pain  as  frequent¬ 
ly  to  interrupt  her  Reft  many  Hours  in 
the  Night.  The  Month  before  I  faw  her 
(he  had  been  blooded  and  frequently 
purged,  but  without  finding  the  leaft 
Advantage.  I  was  defired  to  give  her 
the  Nightfhade.  She  took  an  Infufion  of 
a  Grain  of  the  Garden  Nightfhade,  which 
heated  her  for  fome  little  time,  and  made 
her  Bread:  more  painful  than  ufual  ;  but 
die  foon  fell  into  a  profufe  Sweat, 
which  continued  feveral  Hours.  It  occa¬ 
sioned  likewife  a  great  Increafe  of  Urine. 
She  repeated  the  fame  Dofe  two  Nights 
after,  which  had  nearly  the  fame  Effedt. 
She  felt  very  little  Pain  after  the  fecond 
Dofe,  and  the  Swelling  foon  afterwards  be¬ 
gan  to  decreafe.  She  took  the  Night- 

'  \ 

ihade  every  fecond,  third,  or  fourth  Night, 
about  five  Weeks,  in  which  time  the  Tu¬ 
mour  gradually  lefiened,  and  was  at 
length  perfectly  difperfed.  She  never 
took  more  than  a  Grain  and  a  Half  at  a 
Pofe,  and  felt  no  Inconvenience  whilft  it 
pperated,  except  that  it  twice  made  her  a 

little 
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little  Tick  and  giddy.  She  remains  perfectly 
well. 

Efther  Williams ,  aged  30,  a  Servant  li¬ 
ving  with  a  Lady  in  Dean-  /Ireet,  Scho , 
about  a  Year  ago  felt  a  Lump  towards 
the  upper-part  of  her  Left  Bread:,  without 
having  received  any  Hurt  that  could  occa- 
fion  it.  It  was  then  of  the  Size  of  a  large 
Walnut,  and  free  from  Pain.  Ten  Weeks 
ago  (he  applied  to  me.  The  Tumour  was 
at  that  time  fomewhat  enlarged,  and  was 
fometimes  attended  with  (hooting  Pains  in 
it,  but  not  acute.  She  had  been  blood¬ 
ed  and  frequently  purged,  but  found 
no  Advantage  from  any  means  that 
were  employed  for  her.  She  took  half  a 
Grain  of  the  Garden  Nightfhade,  which 
made  her  lick  and  giddy  a  few  Minutes,  then 
threw  her  into  a  moderate  Sweat,  increafed 
the  Quantity  of  her  Water,  and  purged  her 
three  times  the  next  Day.  The  next  Dofe 
having  much  lefs  Effedt,  (he  took  a  whole 
Grain,  and  the  Dofe  was  afterwards  in¬ 
creafed  to  a  Grain  and  a  Half.  She  took 
the  Medicine  fix  Weeks,  generally  every 

fecond 
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fecond  or  third  Day.  In  this  time  it  fweat- 
ed  her  three  or  four  times  flightly,  but 
its  common  Effedts  were  an  Increafe  of 
Urine,  and  a  Purging  two  or  three  times  af¬ 
ter  each  Dofe.  She  had  generally  a  Water- 

• 

ing  in  her  Eyes  the  Morning  after  taking 
the  Medicine,  which  ceafed  in  half  an 
Hour,  and  never  left  the  leaft  Inconvenience. 
She  had  not  any  return  of  the  Sicknefs  or 
Giddinefs  after  the  firft  Dofe,  but  fhe 
fometimes  found  herfelf  drowfy  an  Hour 
or  two  the  Day  after  taking  the  Medicine, 
though  at  other  times  fhe  was  well  and 
hearty,  and  felt  little  or  no  Pain  in  her 
Breaft.  Finding  however  that  no  Progrefs 
was  made  in  diffolving  the  Hardnefs,  I  ad- 
vifed  her  to  leave  off  the  Medicine  ;  and  if 
the  Pain  increafes,  fhe  propofes  to  have  the 
Tumour  extirpated. 

A  Lady,  about  30  Years  of  Age,  having 
a  frequent  tendency  to  an  Eruption  in  her 
Skin,  a  great  difficulty  of  Breathing  upon 
catching  the  flighted:  Cold,  and  being  in  ge¬ 
neral  of  a  tender  Conftitution,  advifed  with 
me,  three  Months  ago,  about  a  Tumour 

in 
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in  one  of  her  Breads,  which  Complaint 

had  been  preceded  by  confiderable  Pain, 
She  had  taken  Mercurial  Medicines  on  this 
Occafion,  which  had  aggravated  the  Dif¬ 
ord  er  ;  but  by  purluing  a  milder  Courfe 
the  Symptoms  were  foori  after  moderated. 
When  I  faw  her  firft  die  had  an  unequal 
and  very  hard  Ttimour  in  the  Bread:,  about 
the  Size  of  a  large  Walnut,  attended  with 

p  •  •  #  v\  ;  -  0,‘  ...  #  *  #  ' 

fome  Pain.  The  Lady  having  tried  other 
Methods  without  any  confiderable  Advan¬ 
tage,  was  defirous  to  take  the  Nightfhade  ; 
fhe  began  with  half  a  Grain  of  the  Garden 
Nightfhade,  but  found  very  little  Effed: 
till  fh6  had  increafed  the  Dofe  to  three 
G  rains ;  and  even  this  Quantity  operated 
fo  imperfedly,  that  fhe  increafed  the 
Dofe  to  five  Grains.  This  fweated  her 
plentifully,  and  did  not  in  the  lead  dif- 
agree  with  her  in  other  Refpeds  ;  but  hav- 
ing  accidentally  caught  Cold,  the  ufual 
Diforder  of  her  Bread  affedcd  her,  though 
it  did  not  continue  long.  The  Lady  went 
then  into  the  Country,  with  a  Determina¬ 
tion  to  purfue  the  Ufe  of  the  Nightfhade; 

'  E  but 
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but  at  firft  not  meeting  with  any  but  the 
Deadly  Nightfhade,  (he  began  with  that, 
the  Effects  of  which,  as  I  was  afterwards 
informed,  were,  that  increafing  the  Dofe 
from  two  Grains  to  five,  it  occafioned  a 
Drowfinefs,  Giddinefs,  Drynefs  in  her 
Throat,  a  Heat  and  Pain  in  her  Bread,  and 
a  general  Heat  and  Reitleffnefs ;  it  likewife 
fwelled  and  affedted  her  Eyes  fo  that  fhe 
could  not  read,  and  at  laft  brought  on 
pretty  ftrong  convulfive  Motions,  but  her 
Plead  kept  clear,  and  the  next  Day  fhe 
found  herfelf  hardly  at  all  weakened  by  the 
Violence  of  this  Operation.  The  Medi¬ 
cine  feldom  failed  to  fweat,  and  it  fome¬ 
times  purged  a  little..  She  had  afterwards 
recourfe  to  the  Garden  Nightfhade,  which 
was  not  attended  with  any  ill  Effedts.  She 
increafed  the  Dofe  from  two  Grains  to  fix. 
The  Operation  of  the  Medicine  varied,  ef- 
pecially  at  the  latter  Part  of  the  Courfe. 
It  fometimes  operated  plentifully  by  Perfpi- 
ration  or  Urine,  and  fometimes  by  both  ; 
at  other  times  it  had  no  apparent  Effedt.  As 
it  feldom  purged,  feme  opening  Waters 


were 
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were  taken  occafionally.  From  the  time 
of  beginning  with  the  Garden  Nightfhade, 
the  Heat,  Head-ach,  Drynefs  in  the  Throat, 
Giddinefs,  and  other  difagreeable  Symp¬ 
toms  ceafed.  She  continued  the  Medicine, 

li  $  I 

feemed  in  perfect  good  Heath  in  general, 
flept  well,  and  felt  very  little  Pain  in  her 
Bread:.  After  taking  the  Garden  Night¬ 
fhade  about  five  Weeks,  fhe  caught  Cold, 
and  was  attacked  with  her  old  Diforder 
of  difficulty  in  Breathing,  attended  with  a 
'  Fever  and  a  violent  Cough.  Thefe  Com¬ 
plaints  continued  feveral  Days.  She  after¬ 
wards  took  the  Nightfhade  again  for  about 
a  Fortnight,  which  did  not  operate  quite  fo 
much  as  before.  She  was  however  in  good: 

i 

Health  and  Spirits,  fcarcely  ever  felt  any 
Uneafinefs  from  her  Bread:,  and  flept  well ; 
but  as  the  Hardnefs  in  her  Bread:  was  not 
vifibly  leflened,  I  advifed  a  Difufe  of  the 
Medicine.  She  now  does  not  feel  any 
Uneafinefs  in  her  Bread:,  and  is  in  other 
Refpe&s  well. 
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Mrs.  Dowdhtg,  at  Mr.  Laight' s,  in 
ket-jlreet ,  St.  Jamess  Market,  four  Years  ago, 
felt,  without  any  preceding  Accident,  a  Knot 
about  theBignefsof  a  Pea  in  her  Left  Breaft, 
which  was  loofe  and  not  painful.  In  a  Year 
after  it  was  a  little  increafed,  and  attended 
with  a  flight  Pain.  It  gradually  grew  larger 
and  rather  more  painful  -3  but  the  Pain  was 
not  very  confiderable  till  about  a  Year  ago. 
At  that  time  the  Swelling  pofleffed  the 
whole  Breaft,  and  often  difturbed  her  Reft. 
The  Tumour  was  very  hard  and  of  an  un¬ 
equal  Form,  but  did  not  adhere.  She  had 
taken  Manna  occafionally,  and  had  been 
bled  once  a  Month  for  fome  time,  but 
without  finding  any  Alteration.  About 
three  Months  ago  fhe  began  to  take  the 
Garden  Nightfhade,  beginning  with  half  a 
Grain,  and  increafing  the  Dofe  to  a  Grain. 
She  took  it  fourteen  times  at  the  Diftance 
of  two  or  three  Days  between  each  Dofe. 
She  had  a  flight  Giddinefs  for  a  few  Minutes 
with  fix  of  the  Dofes,  and  was  twice  fick  ; 
but  the  common  Effects  of  the  Medicine 
were  a  Heat  which  broke  out  into  a  pro- 
fufe  Sweat,  a  confiderable  Increafe  of  Urine, 

i  '..i  V  .  >.*•  f  »  ••i  •  •  .  *  •  ■*  N  •  >  .  *  f 
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and  a  moderate  purging  the  fecond  Day  af¬ 
ter  taking  it.  The  Sweat  which  ran  off  from 
her  in  Drops*  generally  continued  8  or  g 
Hours ;  but  though  at  the  time  die  took  the 
Nightftiade  the  Weather  was  remarkably 
hot,  fhe  found  her  Strength  very  little  affe&ed 
the  Day  that  the  Medicine  was  working, 
and  always  found  her  Spirits  remarkably 
good  in  the  intermediate  Days.  She  ob- 
ferved  that  during  the  Operation  of  the  firft 
three  Dofes,  the  difordered  Bread;  did  not 
fweat  at  all  j  but  afterwards  the  Medicine 
operated  there  as  profufely  as  in  the  red:  of 
the  Body.  She  found  herfelf  confiderably 
eafier  whilft  fhe  ufed  this  Medicine,  but  as 
I  could  not  obferve  any  vifible  Alteration  in 
the  Bread:,  I  advifed  her  to  let  me  take  it 
off,  which  die  conferred  to. 

Thefe  are  all  the  Cafes  that  I  have  feen, 
where  the  Nightfhade  has  been  given  in 
Diforders  of  this  Kind,  except  two  which 
I  cafually  faw,  and  had  no  particular  Ac¬ 
count  of ;  and  likewife  two  others  who  were 
«■  »  »  » 

Patients  in  the  Hofpital. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  Iaft  were  not  immediately  under 
my  Dire&ion,  but  the  principal  Cir- 
cumftances  that  relate  to  them  are  as 
follow : 

One  of  them  William  Hunter  56  Years 
of  Age,  had  a  large  and  hard  Tumour  on 
the  Lower  Lip,  attended  with  a  painful  Sore 
yielding  an  ichorous  Difcharge.  He  begun 
with  one  Grain  of  the  Deadly  Nightfhade, 
which  was  increafed  afterwards  to  fix 
Grains.  The  Medicine  operated  fometimes 
moderately  by  Urine,  very  little  by  Sweat, 
and  fometimes  it  had  '  no  apparent  Effedt  at 
all.  It  occafioned  a  Head-ach  and  Drowfi- 
nefs,  and  two  or  three  times  it  affedled  him 
with  a  Dimnefs,  fo  as  to  make  it  difficult  for 
him  to  read.  This  Symptom  foon  went  off 
after  the  Operation  of  the  Medicine  was  over. 
The  Sore  was  judged  to  look  rather  better, 
tho’  I  think  the  Amendment  was  very  in- 
confiaerable.  After  taking  the  Medicine 
about  a  Month,  he  was  feized  with  a  Fit  of 
the  Gout,  a  Diforder  he  was  fubjedt  to. 
During  this  Illnefs  the  Difeafe  in  his  Lip 
grew  much  worfe  5  and  he  being  weak,  and 

wanting 
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wanting  a  better  Air,  was  for  a  time  dis¬ 
charged.  from  the  Hofpital.  He  is  lately 
returned  much  better  in  regard  to  his 
Strength,  but  worfe  in  refped  to  his 
Lip.  Being  at  this  Admiflion  into  the  Hof¬ 
pital  under  my  Care,  I  gave  him  two  Dofes 
of  the  Garde?!  Nightfhade,  but  finding  that 
the  Pain  was  not  at  all  relieved  by  it,  and 
having  no  Hopes  of  alleviating  the  Com¬ 
plaint  when  the  Medicine,  as  I  found  in  the 
prefent  Cafe,  did  not  confiderably  promote 
fomeof  thenatural  Difcharges,  I immediately 
defifted  from  giving  the  Nightfhade  any 
more,  for  fear  of  aggravating  thofe  Symp¬ 
toms  which  were  already  very  bad. 

The  other  Patient,  John  Mafgrave ,  was 
about  fixty  Years  of  Age.  He  had  a 
cancerous  Ulcer  likewife  on  his  Lower 
Lip,  but  it  was  much  larger  and  more  ma¬ 
lignant  than  the  other,  affeding  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  his  Lip,  near  a  third  of  which  it 

had  deftroyed,  fpreading  likewife  into  his 

« 

Mouth,  and  under  his  Chin,  and  yielding 
a  foetid  Difcharge.  This  Diforder  began 

about 
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about  a  Year  before  he  came  to  the  Hofpi-* 
tal,  and  had  lately  increafed  very  faft  with 
great  Hardnefs,  and  confiderable  Pains. 

He  took  an  Infufion  of  Deadly  Night- 
fhade,  beginning  with  one  Grain,  and  in- 
creafing  it  to  feven.  The  Medicine  had  not 
much  Effect  upon  the  natural  Evacuations.  ‘ 
Sometimes  indeed  it  increafed  the  Quantity 
of  his  Urine,  but  feldom  very  confiderably. 
It  occafioned  a  Giddinefs,  and  affe&ed  him 
feveral  times  with  violent  Head-achs,  and 
pain  in  his  Loins.  In  general,  it  heated  and 
difordered  him ;  and,  as  of  courfe  the 
Complaint  in  his  Lip  muft  under  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances  be  aggravated,  the  Medicine 
was  left  off. 

r  •  ■  ■,  *  -  .+  •  ' 

From  thefe  Cafes,  and  from  others  which 
I  have  heard  of,  where  a  remarkable  good 
Effect  in  the  Beginning  led  into  a  too  flatter¬ 
ing  Hope  of  an  happy  Event,  it  is  I  think 
evident,  there  is  no  fpecific  Property  in  the 
Nightfhade  for  the  Cure  of  Cancers.  That, 
tho’  a  temporary  Amendment  may  fome- 

times 
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times  appear,  the  Medicine  has  not  fuffici- 
ent  Power  to  make  this  Amendment  tail¬ 
ing.  To  which  mull  be  added,  that  if  it  is 
not  given  with  Attention  and  Caution,  it 
may  aggravate  the  Symptoms  which  it  was 
defigned  to  relieve* 

*■  t.  *  *  >  . 

In  order  to  make  the  Ufe  of  the  Me¬ 
dicine  as  advantageous  as  poffible  in  Cafes 
where  there  is  a  Probability  of  Sue- 
cefs,  and  to  prevent  any  Injury  ariling 
from  the  Experiment,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to 
offer  fuch  farther  Remarks  and  Directions 
as  my  own  Experience  and  the  Practice  of 
others  have  fuggelted  to  me;  Previous  to 
thefe  Directions  I  mult  obferve,  that  as  the 
Species  of  this  Plant  called  Deadly  Night- 
Ihade  has  been  found  to  be  attended  with 
troublefome  Symptoms,  I  Ihould  enforce 
what  I  have  before  recommended,  the  Ufe 
of  the  Garden  Nightlhade. 

\ 

Bleeding,  a  Purge,  or  a  Vomit,  either  one 
or  all,  Ihould  generally  precede  the  Ufe  of 
this  Medicine, 

F 
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The  Infufion  of  one  Grain  is  as  much  a£ 
ever  fhould  be  given  for  the  firft  Dofe. 

The  Medicine  fhould  be  generally  given: 
at  Night,  as  the  neceflary  Confinement  in 
Bed  during  the  Height  of  the  Perfpiration 
and  the  Drowfinefs  which  fometimes  en- 
foes  may  be  difagreeable  in  the  Day. 

-  •  '  /  '  •  b  J  v  ^  * 

It  feldorii  happens  that  more  than  one 
Dofe  is  proper  in  24  Hours  ;  nor  fhould  in 
general  the  Dofe  be  repeated  oftener  than 
every  fecond  or  third  Night. 

If  it  does  not  operate  by  Stool,  fome  other 
Medicine  fhould  be  given  either  with  the 
Nightfhade,  or  in  a  reafonable  time  after  it, 
that  may  conftantly  keep  the  Body  open  ; 
and  this  C'ircumfLance  is  particularly  to  be 
attended  to. 

No  good  Effedt  can  be  expedted  from  this 
Medicine  unlefs  it  operates  by  Perfpiration, 
Urine,  or  Stool.  If,  after  trying  enlarged 
Dofes,  the  Quantity  of  5  or  6  Grains  does 
not  produce  a  very  confiderable  Increafe  of 

fome 
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fome  of  thefe  Difcharges,  a  farther  Ufe  of 
the  Medicine  is  not  advifable,  for  tho*  a 
larger  Dofe  might  poffibly  have  the  Effedt, 
the  Operation  of  the  Medicine  will  not  be 

regular  enough  afterwards  to  be  ferviceable. 

*  *  .. 

If  the  Symptoms  feem  to  be  aggravated 
after  the  fecond  Dofe,  a  Continuance  of  the 
Medicine  will  be  generally  improper. 

If  Giddinefs,  Head-ach,  or  Sicknefs  con¬ 
tinue  very  trouble  fome  after  the  fecond  or 
third  Dofe,  a  Perfeverance  in  the  Ufe  of  the 
Nightfhade  will  feldom  be  advifeable  ;  tho* 
in  fome  Inftances  where  this  has  happened  it 
Medicine  has  operated  afterwards  without 
any  confiderable  Inconvenience. 

If  the  Patient  is  hot  or  thirfly  in  the 
Night  after  taking  the  Infufion,  he  fhould 
drink  fome  warm  diluting  Liquor,  in  order 
to  encourage  a  free  Difcharge  by  Perfpira- 
tion  and  Urine,  and  to  relieve  the  Stomach 
where  there  is  a  Difpoiition  to  vomit. 

F  2 
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I  muft  now  beg  leave  to  obviate  Tome 
Objections  which  have  been  made  to  the 
Ufe  of  this  Medicine,  and  to  mention  two 
or  three  other  Cireumftancs  that  relate 
to  it.  •  ’  ' 

In  the  laft  Edition  of  my  Account,  print¬ 
ed  fix  Weeks  after  the  Firft,  I  took  the  Op¬ 
portunity  of  making  fome  Additions  which 
I  then  imagined  neceftary.  Amongft  thofe, 
in  the  Detail  of  the  Symptoms  enfuing  up¬ 
on  the  Ufe  of  the  Nightfhade,  I  took  No¬ 
tice  of  the  Head-ach,  Drowfinefs,  and 
the  Dimnefs  of  Sight  which  affeCted  fome 
Patients.  The  laft  of  thefe  only,  at  pre- 
fent,  deferves  particular  Confide  ration.  This 
Efredb  of  the  Nightfhade  did  not  occur  to 
my  Obfervation  from  the  firft  Experiments, 
nor  till  fome  time  after  the  Publication  of 
my  Account.  Probably  the  Patients  who 
were  affeCted  by  it,  regarded  this  Symptom 
only  as  a  Confequence  of  their  Giddinefs 
and  Sicknefs,  efpecially  as  it  ceafes  gene¬ 
rally  with  the  Operation  of  the  Medicine, 
and  therefore  they  did  not  mention  it  to 
me  ! ;  or  if  they  did  mention  it,  it  was  fo 

flightly 
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flightly  as  not  to  make  it  an  Objedt  of  my 
Attention.  As  foon  as  I  was  apprized  of 
this  Effedl,  I  took  the  firft  Opportunity  of 
making  it  known  ;  and  as  it  is  a  Circum- 
ftance  which  may  reafonably  be  thought  of 
eonfequence,  it  undoubtedly  deferves  to  be 
confidered.  According  to  my  Obfervation, 
this  Symptom  has  occurred  much  more 
frequently  from  the  Ufe  of  the  Deadly 
than  of  the  Garden  Ni?htfhade.  Some- 

o 

times  the  Patient  feels  only  a  Weight  and 
an  aching  Pain  about  the  Eye-balls  ;  at 
other  times  there  is  a  Watering  of  the 
Eyes  :  Some  have  found  a  Dimnefs, 
or  have  perceived  the  Appearance  of  a 
Cloud  before  their  Eyes,  not  unlike  what 
commonly  happens  to  People  that  are  gid¬ 
dy,  or  ready  to  faint.  This  Symptom  feldom  ' 
affedts  the  Patient  after  fome  Repetitions 

of  the  Medicine,  or  if  it  continues  to  do 

%  ■  ' 

fo,  it  is  probably  in  a  lefs  Degree;  except  the 
Dofes  are  repeated  fo  quick  after  each  other, 
that  the  Operation  of  one  Dofe  is  not  finifh- 
ed  before  another  is  given,  a  Circumftance 
always  to  be  attended  to.  In  this  cafe 
it  may  affedt  the  Sight  fo  as  to  render  the 

Patient 
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Patient  unable  to  read  a  fmall  Print,  or  to 
do  any  fine  Work.  This  Symptom  however 
ceafes  after  the  Medicine  is  intirely  difufed  ; 
and  in  no  one  Inftance  that  I  have  feen  or 
known,  has  it  occafioned  any  lafting 
Weaknefs  in  the  Sight.  But  admitting 
the  Poffibility  of  fuch  an  Accident,  the 
Argument  could  only  hold  againft  the  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  Medicine  where  this  Symp¬ 
tom  was  very  troublefome,  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  it  might  be  urged  againft  the 
Ufe  of  Blifters,  which  often  have  the  fame 
Effedt,  efpecially  when  they  are  made  per- 

Another  Circumftance  I  thought  necef- 
fary  to  mention  in  the  laft  Account  was, 
the  Preference  which  I  imagined  the  Gar¬ 
den  Nightfhade  ought  to  have  to  that  Species 
of  this  Plant  called  the  Deadly  Nightfhade. 
In  my  firft  Account  I  obferved,  as  a  very  An¬ 
gular  Circumftance,  the  Similarity  of  Efedts 
in  thefe.  I  thought  myfelf  juftified  in  the  Ob- 
fervation  from  the  Refemblance  which  there 
really  is  in  the  Effedts  produced  by  them, 

and 
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and  by  fome  Trials  which  I  had  made,  at** 
tended  by  the  Apothecary  of  the  Hofpital, 
with  each  Sort,  not  only  in  different  Per- 
fons,  but  by  alternate  Dofes  in  the  fame 
Perfon.  I  had  Reafon  however  afterwards 
to  think,  and  am  now  convinced,  that  the 
Garden  Nightfhade  poffeffes  the  Virtues  of 
the  other,  and  is  milder  in  its  Operation- 
Being  earneftly  defirous  that  this  fhould  be 
known,  though  in  contradiction  to  a  former 
Obfervation,  I  added  a  Poftfcript  to  the 
Edition  juft  mentioned,  declaring  this  Al¬ 
teration  in  my  Opinion  :  At  the  fame  time 
finding  that  the  Nightfhade  was  often  given 

as  an  Alterative,  and  not  confidered  as 

% 

a  Medicine  whofe  Ufes  muft  arife  from 
its  EffeCts  upon  the  natural  Difcharges,  I 

took  occafion  to  mention,  that  unlefs, 

•  1 

after  a  few  Trials,  there  was  a  vifible  In- 
creafe  of  fome  of  the  natural  Evacuations, 

the  Medicine  fhould  be  difcontinued,  as 

\ 

little  good  could  be  expeCted  from  it  where 
this  EffeCt  upon  the  Secretions  was  not  pro¬ 
duced;  and  that  a  Perfeverance  in  it,  under 
fuch  Circum  fiances,  might  I  imagined 
fometimes  irritate  too  much  and  do  hurt. 

"i  \ 
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It  has  been  faid  that  paralytic  Com- 

•  /% 

plaints  have  been  occafioned  by  the  Ufe  of 
the  Nightshade,  and  have  continued  forae 
Days.  It  is  poffible  that  fuch  Accidents 
may  happen,  as  we  fee  they  fometimes  oc¬ 
cur  in  the  Ufe  of  other  ftrong  Medicines* 
and  as  we  find  by  feveral  of  the  Symptoms* 
efpecially  where  the  Deadly  Nightlhade  is 
given,  that  this  Medicine  acts  very  pow¬ 
erfully  upon  the  Nerves  of  fome  People. 
For  my  own  part,  tho’  I  doubt  not  the  In¬ 
formation  of  others,  I  have  never  feen  an 
Inftance  of  fuch  an  Accident.  Per~ 
haps  this  may  have  been,  in  a  good  mea- 
fure,  owing  to  my  having  chiefly  ufed  the 
Garde?!  inftead  of  the  Deadly  Nightlhade. 

I  have  once  feen  the  Nightfhade  given  in  a 
paralytic  Cafe,  where  the  Ufe  of  it  feem- 
ed  to  be  very  ferviceable.  A  Patient  in 
the  Plofpital  ( Elizabeth  Wright ,  forty-five 
Years  of  Age)  about  three  Months  ago 
was  feized  with  a  Palfy  which  intire- 
ly  deprived  her  of  all  Senfation  and 
Motion  on  one  Side  of  her  Body.  She 
bad  been  blooded,  bliitered  on  the  Back, 
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Arms  and  Legs,  and  had  feveral  internal 
Medicines  given  her  near  three  Weeks 
without  any  confiderable  Advantage,  when 
fhe  was  directed  to  take  the  Nightfhade. 
In  twelve  Days  this  Perfo'n  was  reflored  to 
her  natural  Senfation,  except  at  the  Ends  of 
her  Fingers,  where  fhe  felt  a  flight  Numtu 
nefs ;  and  flhe  had  a  good  Motion  of  her 
Limbs,  tho’  fhe  could  not  exert  them  with 
fo  much  Strength  as  before  her  Illnefs. 
One  Grain  of  the  Garden  Nightfhade  fweat- 
ed  her  very  plentifully,  and  increafed  the 
Quantity  of  her  Water,  without  occafioning 
any  Giddinefs,  Head-ach,  or  the  ieaft  In¬ 
convenience.  She  was  taken  out  of  Bed>! 
and  with  fome  Afliftance  walked  feveral 
Yards,  but  found  a  Weaknefs  in  her  Limbs, 
which  affefted  her  equally  on  both  Sides# 
It  was  reafonably  fuppofed,  that  the  Me¬ 
dicine  had  done  all  it  was  capable  of,  by  re¬ 
moving  the  Obftrudtions  which  had  proba¬ 
bly  been  the  Caufe  of  this  Lois  of  Senfatiori 
and  Motion,  and  a  Perfeverance  in  the  Ufe 
of  it  might,  by  the  great  Inereafe  of  Per- 
fpiration,  weaken  and  enervate  her  more. 
She  therefore  took  Medicines  intended  to 
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ftrengthen  her.  She  purfued  this  Method 
forne  Days,  and  was  getting  better,  when 
{he  was  thrown  into  a  Fever,  attended  with 
a  vomiting  and  purging,  by  eating  a  large 
Quantity  of  Fruit.  A  Fortnight  after,  when 
{lie  was  relieved  from  this  Accident,  fhe 
felt  a  Numbnefs  in  her  Elbow  and  Fingers* 
which  ftill  continues.  She  has  been  bliftered 
in  the  Arm  for  this  Complaint,  but  without 
any  Advantage.  She  now  walks  without 
any  Affiftance,  has  her  natural  feeling  except 
a  Numbnefs  at  the  Elbow  and  at  the  Ends 
of  the  Fingers,  and  tho’  fhe  cannot  yet  exert 
much  Force,  fhe  has  Strength  enough  to 
drefs  herfelf.  It  was  remarkable  that  the 
Medicine  fweated  her  only  in  the  difeafed 
Side  of  the  Body,  and  brought  a  Rafh  out 
which  covered  almoft  every  part  of  that 
Side,  but  did  not  fpread  at  all  to  the  other 

till  ten  or  twelve  Days  afterwards  ;  and 

% 

then  it  appeared  there  very  flightly  and  in 
particular  Places  only. 

From  the  remarkable  Increafe  of  Urine 
and  Perfpiration*  which  frequently  attend 

the 
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the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine,  it  is  probable  that 
it  may  be  fometimes  employed  with  Ad¬ 
vantage  in  dropfical  Complaints.  I  am  the 
more  induced  to  think  fo  from  its  Succefs  in 
two  of  the  following  Cafes,  which  are  all  that 
I  have  known  where  the  Nightfhade  has 
been  tried  in  this  Difeafe. 

I  -  .  ■  •  •  i 

w 

William  Wood ,  31  Years  of  Age,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  Hofpital  about  three  Months 
ago,  for  a  Dropfy  in  his  Belly.  Two 
Months  before  his  Admiffion  he  had 
made  but  little  Water,  and  his  Belly  had 
been  gradually  diftending.  When  he  came 
into  the  Hofpital  he  was  very  much 
fwelled,  and  there  was  a  plain  Fluc¬ 
tuation  of  a  Fluid  in  the  Cavity.  He  was 
troubled  likewife  with  a  Cough,  a  great 
Difficulty  of  breathing,  was  emaciated  'in 
his  Limbs,  had  a  very  unhealthy  Look, 
and  was  fubjed:  to.  Coftivenefs.  He  had 
taken  feveral  Dofes  of  ftrong  purging  Phy- 
fic  before  he  came  to  the  Hofpital,  which 
leffened  in  fame  meafure  the  Difteniion 
of  his  Belly  for  a  few  Days  after  each 
Dofe,  but  the  Swelling  foon  returned. 
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He  was  dire&ed  to  take  the  Infulion  of 
Carden  Nightfhade,  which  he  generally  re¬ 
peated  every  fecond  or  third  Night.  Oqe 
Grain  of  the  Leaf  had  no  Effedt,  but  two 
Grains  fweated  him  moderately,  purged  him 
twice,  and  occafioned  him  to  difcharge  near 
a  Gallon  of  Water  the  Days  after  he  toojc 
the  Nightfhade,  and  a  confiderable  Quan¬ 
tity  in  the  intermediate  Days.  His  Symp¬ 
toms  foon  abated  5  and  in  about  a  Month 
after  his  Admifiion,  thinking  himfelf  quite 
well,  though  there  was  then  a  greater  Full- 
nefs  of  his  Belly  than  was  natural,  and  being 
defirous  of  purfiling  his  Bufinefs,  which  was 
that  of  a  Porter  at  a  diftant  Part  of  the  Ci¬ 
ty,  he  was  difcharged  from  the  Hofpital  at 
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his  own  Requeft.  He  came  twice  after¬ 
wards  for  fome  of  the  Infulion,  which  he 

1  **  *  '  •  '  . 

took  at  home.  I  heard  nothing  of  him 

fince  till  a  few  Days  ago,  when  he  was  ad- 

* 

mitted  into  the  Hofpital  for  a  Fever.  The 
Reafon  he  gives  for  not  coming  to  the  Hof¬ 
pital  before  was,  that  he  found  himfelf  quite 
free  from  his  former  Complaints,  and  had 
made  water  very  freely  ever  fince. 
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Elizabeth  Cartwright ,  a  Woman  about 
forty  Years  of  Age,  who  had  been  tapped 
feventeen  times  in  five  Years,  was  directed 
to  take  the  Deadly  Nightfhade.  She  took 
a  few  Dofes  of  the  Infufion,  which  fweated 
her,  and  occafioned  fome  Increafe  of  Wa¬ 
ter  but  the  Medicine  difagreeing  with  her, 
and  the  Cafe  admitting  very  little  Expedla^ 
tion  of  Advantage,  £he  ceafed  taking  it. 

Another  Woman,  who  had  been  tapped 
three  times,  took  the  Nightfhade  at  her 
own  Requeft.  She  took  five  Dofes  of  the 
Garden  Sort,  either  one  or  two  Grains  of  the 
Leaf  in  each  Dofe,  It  made  her  fweat  very 
much,  and  occafioned  a  great  difcharge  of 
Urine.  It  occafioned  likewife.  fome  degree 
of  Giddinefs,  and  F^intnefs.  She  left  the 
Hofpital  after  this  on  account  of  fome 
Affairs  which  required  her  to  go  away. 

I  have  hitherto  avoided  giving  Ac- 
•  count  of  any  Cafe  that  was  not  either  in 
fome  meafure  under  my  Dire&ion,  or  fub- 
jeft  to  my  Obfervation  j  but  the  follow- 
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ing  being  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Hof- 
pital,  and  the  Nightffiade  being  fupplyed 
from  thence,  I  fhall  add  it  to  the  others. 

David  Jones ,  a  Soldier  in  the  firft:  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Guards,  had  been  troubled  fome 
time  with  anaiarcous  Swellings  attended 
with  great  difficulty  in  Breathing.  He  had 
made  but  little  Water  for  fome  time  part, 
and  at  laft  became  fo  bloated  and  fwelled, 
that  being  incapable  of  doing  his  Duty  he 
was  put  into  the  Regimental  Hofpital  in  Petty 
France .  After  other  means  had  proved  inef¬ 
fectual  for  three  Weeks,  the  Garden  Night- 
fhade  was  given.  He  took  feven  Dofes  of  it. 
The  firft,  a  Grain  of  the  Leaf  infufed,  occa- 
fioned  an  agreeable  Heat  all  over  the  Body, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  a  profufe  Sweat,  a 
great  aifcharge  of  Urine,  and  watry  Stools. 
His  Breath  was  a  little  relieved  the  next  Day. 
At  Night  he  repeated  the  Dofe,  flept  well, 
fweated  confiderably  and  difcharged  a  great 
quantity  of  Water.  The  third  Night  the 
Effefts  were  not  fo  confiderable,  but  the 
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Swelling  in  general  was  much  abated  # 
The  fourth  Night  he  took  two  Grains* 
and  the  fifth  Night  four  Grains, 
which  operated  but  flightly  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  on  the  fixth  Night  he  took  fix 
Grains,  which  produced  a  very  plentiful 
Sweat  and  a  great  difcharge  of  Urine.  As 
the  Medicine  did  not  occafion  any  trouble- 
fome  Symptoms,  he  was  dire&ed  on  the 
feventh  Night  to  take  eight  Grains.  This 
laft  Dofe  operated  very  plentifully  by  Sweat 
and  Urine.  He  kept  open  all  the  time 
but  the  Medicine  never  purged  him  except 
when  he  had  the  watry  Stools  after  the  firft 
Dofe.  He  was  fo  little  weakened  by  thefe 
Evacuations,  that  he  generally  came  down 
Stairs  with  the  other  Men  to  be  examined. 
He  was  difcharged  from  the  Hofpital  ten 
Days  afterwards  quite  cured,  and  has  fince 
been  remarkably  hearty  and  well. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  a  faith¬ 
ful  Account  of  the  mod:  effential  Circum- 
fiances  relating  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Night- 
fhade. 


/ 


la 


[  56  ] 

In  regard  to  the  little  Succefs  which  this 
Medicine  is  faid  to  have  had  in  general ;  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  where  any  Medicine 
is  given  in  Cafes  that  common  Methods  fail 
to  relieve,  and  is  adminiftered  in  Difeafes 

of  a  different  Nature,  in  order  to  afcertain 

* 

its  Ufes ;  where  the  Powers  and  Operations 
of  the  Medicine  are  but  imperfectly  known, 
and  the  Efficacy  of  it  is  erroneoufly  attri-^ 
buted  to  a  fpecific  Quality,  fewer  Inftances 
of  Succefs  can  be  expeCted,  and  more  In- 
conveniencies  will  probably  occur  than  might 
otherwife  have  happened. 

It  may  be  obferved  likewife,  that  though 
a  Medicine,  which  is  not  in  common  Ufe, 
may  be  employed  with  great  Propriety  by 
many,  yet  the  belt  Directions  for  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  it  will  not  always  be  purfued  : 
They  will  fometimes  be  mifapplied  by  the 
Negligent,  and  difregarded  by  the  Bold. 

I  mu  ft  acknowledge  however,  that  my 
own  Expectations  have  not  been  fully  an- 
fwered.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  the 
Event  of  feme  Cafes  has  difappointed  my 
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firft  Hopes,  either  by  the  Cure’s  proving  in- 
compleat  or  only  temporary  :  I  have  found 
likewife  from  further  Experience,  that  the 
Operation  of  the  Medicine  is  irregular,  and 
that  the  Ufe  of  it  in  fome  Inftances,  if  per- 
fevered  in,  is  attended  with  troublefome 
Symptoms  :  I  fhould  imagine  therefore 
that  though  the  Nightfhade  may  with 
Care,  be  tried  with  great  Safety ;  yet  from 
the  preceding  Confiderations,  it  feems  to  be 
a  Medicine  not  fo  much  calculated  for  ge-r 
neral  Ufe,  as  for  particular  Cafes,  where  the  ' 
common  Remedies  have  failed,  and  where 
this  proves  upon  Trial  to  be  free  from  the 
principal  Inconveniencies  which  fometimes 

attend  the  Ufe  of  it. 

When  I  firfl  offered  my  Thoughts  to 
the  Public  on  the  Nightfhade,  it  appeared 
to  me  to  have  an  uncommon  Influence  upon 
the  natural  difcharges  of  the  Body :  I  ima¬ 
gined  fome  ufeful  Purpofes  might  be  an  * 
fwered  by  a  Medicine  adting  infuch  a  Man¬ 
ner  ;  and  I  had  feen  Inftances  of  its  Ef¬ 
ficacy,  which  encouraged  me  to  hope  for 

H  future 


future  Succefs.  I  propofed  thefe  Particu¬ 
lars  to  the  impartial  Confideration  and  the 
Experience  of  others,  without  prefuming  to 
afcertain  its  ufes,  or  to  determine,  what 
at  that  time  was  thought  doubtful,  whether 
there  was  any  fpecific  Property  in  this  Plant 
for  the  Cure  or  Alleviation  of  cancerous 
Complaints.  At  the  fame  time  I  propofed 
fuch  Directions  as  might  I  imagined  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  fafe  and  advantageous  Ufe  of 
th  is  Medicine,  adding  a  caution,  which  has 
fince  proved  not  unneceflary,  that  the  In- 
fufion  of  the  Nightfhade  ought  not  to  be 
given  indifcriminately  in  every  Difeafe,  but 
required  Judgment,  and  Attention  in  the 
Management  of  it.  If  there  was  any  re¬ 
markable  Merit  in  the  Medicine,  this  I  con¬ 
ceived  was  the  mod  ready  Means  to  difco- 
ver  its  good  EffeCts,  and  make  the  Utility 
of  it  fooner  and  more  generally  known  : 
If  from  Experience  a  contrary  Event 
fhould  happen,  I  made  no  doubt  but  its 
ill  EffeCts  would  be  as  readily  commu¬ 
nicated.  Upon  the  whole,  I  flattered  my- 
felf  that  fome  falutary  Purpofes  might  be 
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anfwered  by  it  j  and  from  the  Account  which 


I  have  given,  I  do  not  imagine  the  Expec¬ 
tation  was  unreafonable,  or  that  it  has  been 

i  \ 

intirely  difappointed.  The  Direftions  which 
I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  mention  for  the 
future  Ufe  of  the  Nightfhade,  will  not,  I 
hope,  be  thought  improper  for  the  Confide- 
ration  of  thofe  who  are  not  much  acquainted 
with  its  Operations ;  and  I  particularly  wifh 
that  the  Garden  Nightfhade  might  be  al¬ 
ways  preferred  to  the  Deadly .  If  by  a 
careful  and  judicious  Application  of  this  Me¬ 
dicine  any  particular  Difeafe  may  be  re¬ 
moved  which  does  not  yield  to  common 
Means,  or  if  any  painful  Complaint  may 
occafionally  be  alleviated  where  other  me¬ 
thods  have  proved  ineffedtual,  the  Enquiry 
into  the  Properties  of  the  Nightfhade  will 
not  have  been  intirely  ufelefs.  At  prefent  I 
take  this  Opportunity  to  declare,  that  as  I 
have  feldom  given  the  Nightfhade  in  Difor- 
ders  where  other  Means  were  likely  to  an- 
fwer,  fo  I  have  forborn  to  perfevere  in  the 
Ufe  of  it  where  any  Symptoms,  which  it  oc- 
cafioned,  continued  to  be  troublefome.  By  this 
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means  -  I  have  fometimes  been  enabled  to 

V>  w 
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afford  confiderable  Relief,  and  have  not  in 

aiiy  Inftance,  as  far  as  my  own  Pra&ice 
has  extended,  produced  a  lafting  ill  Con- 
fequence. 
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